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Program Overview



Early Childhood Education Philosophy and Approach
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HOW CHILDREN LEARN

Å With respect of their developmental stages

Å Through authentic and integrated experiences

Å Build on their individual strengths as a means to

scaffold learning

THE PURPOSE OF EDUCATION

Å Nurture childrenôs curiosity and inquisitiveness

Å Develop problem-solvers and decision-makers

Å Prepare children with a foundation to achieve success in school 

and in life

THE ROLE OF THE TEACHER

Å Actively engage children through intentional 

teaching practices

Å Guide each childôs social, physical, emotional, and cognitive 

development

Å Create a joyful classroom environment that fosters cooperation 

and a sense of community



Design Considerations for Children and Caregivers

Infants/Toddlers:

Å Needs of children and their caregivers: 

Å Safety

Å Health

Å Comfort ïcreates a calming environment

Å Convenience ïeasily see, find and 

access materials

Å Infant Development:

Å Child Sized Space

Å Flexibility

Å Movement

Å Choice

Older Children:

Å Learning Environment:

Å Safety

Å Health

Å Creating a Classroom Community

Å Establishing Interest Areas

Å Effectiveness of Physical Environment

Å Make choices/select activities on their own

Å Use materials appropriately and creatively

Å Stay involved

Å Experience success
Å Help care for materials
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Undergrad and Grad 

Beds Here
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